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Annual Report on Handloom Industry
in Tamil Nadu 2008

Introduction

India has a rich cultural heritage and the Handloom Industry holds predominant
place in preserving the heritage. This industry shows its vitality and indispensable role in
rural areas of Tamil Nadu by providing employment to the village population next to
agriculture. Obviously, Indians and particularly the people of Tamil Nadu have made a
remarkable history, in developing immense market potentiality by producing the most
attractive handloom varieties, showing their excellence in making unique designs with

appealing colours

Since it is the household industry in the villages with the wooden handlooms, all

the members of the family work together in the production of the handlooms.

Coverage

This annual report for the year ended March 2008 is prepared on the basis of the
sample survey conducted by this department. The sample survey covered all types of
looms numbering about 12390 selected in 195 centres spreading over all the districts of
the state, excluding The Nilgris and Pudukottai. In this annual report the information

elicited from the department of handlooms and textiles has also been incorporated.

Types of Looms
In Tamil Nadu there are mainly three types of hand looms found. There are Fly

shuttle, Throw shuttle and Other types.

The districts of Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Vellore, Thiruvannamalai, Villupuram,
Thanjavur and Tirunelveli are more popular for fly shuttle looms. Throw shuttle looms are
found in Salem, Namakkal, Erode, and Coimbatore districts. The details pertaining to the
share of various types of looms to the total looms in the select focal centres during the
year (2007-08) are depicted in the Table-I.



Table-l

Types of Looms

Percentage of Looms

Sl. No. Types of Looms

Year ended Year ended

March 2007 March 2008
1. Fly Shuttle 56.82 54.50
2. Throw shuttle 35.62 35.85
3. Others 7.56 9.65
Total 100.00 100.00

Looms and Yarn Consumption

During the year under review, 64.41 percent of looms have engaged in the
production of cotton fabrics showing a major contribution to the total handlooms
production using cotton yarn. Silk looms contribute 18.01 percent . Percentage share of

looms are presented fabric type wise in Table —II.

Table-ll

Percentage of looms in respect of different types of fabrics produced

Percentage of Looms

SI. No. Types of Yarn Year ended Year ended
March 2007 March 2008

1. Cotton 62.78 64.41

2. Silk 19.09 18.01

3. Artsilk 0.34 0.34

4, Mixture of Cotton and Artsilk 16.13 16.04

5. Polyester 1.66 1.20
Total 100.00 100.00

Organisation and Classification of Weavers

As , the handloom industry is a traditional in nature, still able to withstand the
tough competition from power looms. It has been an important sector in shaping the rural
economy by providing rural employment. The handloom weavers are classified under four
categories as follows.

e Independent Weavers

» Weavers working under Master weaver
 Weavers working under Co-operative Societies
» Weavers working in handloom factories



Independent weavers are the one who purchase yarn and other items required for the
production and they sell the produce in the market through their own efferts. Secondly, the
weavers working under Master weavers are provided with the required materials and the
wages paid to them for the cloth they produce. Next comes the Co-operative sector which
is the hub of the handloom industry serving the needs of the handloom weavers. These
Co-operative Societies are formed by a group of handloom weavers in a particular area or
village and function under the supervision of a Special Officer appointed by the
Government. In order to manage and run the society a manager is appointed who
maintains the issue of yarn, accounting wages and production details of the members.
Category wise weavers’ details are furnished in the Table-Il.

Table il
Classification of Weavers

Percentage of Weavers

Weavers Category Year ended  Year ended

March 2007 March 2008

1. Weavers working independently 7.81 10.03

2. Weavers working under Master weavers 35.97 35.63

3 Wegve;rs working under Co-operative 54 47 53 54
Societies

4 Weavgrs working under handloom 175 0.79
factories

Total 100.00 100.00

It is very clear from the above table that the weavers working under co-operative
societies marking the percentage of 53.54, followed by 35.63 percent of weavers working
under master weavers. However, the independent weavers and weavers working under
factories account for a minimum percentage of 10.03 and 0.79 respectively. The analysis
on the last five years data on the movement of weavers, clearly indicates that during the
years from 2003 to 2008 weavers gradually shifting from Co- operative societies to
working under master weavers. Despite the welfare measures taken by the government
from time to time, the weavers have been plying to work under private concerns to get
their needs fulfilled by way of availing money in advance. Trend in the percentage share

of the different category of weavers is shown in the following Table Ill a.



Table lll a
Classification of Weavers

Percentage of Weavers
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Types of weavers

Based on the nature of working, the weavers engaged in weaving activity are
classified into two categories viz., 1. Full time weaver 2. Part time weaver.

Full time weaver is one who is attending weaving activity as the main occupation.
Part time weaver is one who is having some other main occupation but engaged weaving
in his office hours. The percentage of weavers by category in the select focal centres is

presented in Table IV.

Table IV

Percentage of Weavers

Percentage of Weavers

Weavers
Male Female Total
Full time weavers 72.45 23.24 95.69
Part time weavers 2.86 1.45 4.31
Total 75.31 24.69 100.00

Of the total weavers selected for the survey, 95.69% of weavers are full time
weavers and 4.31% part time weavers only. Male weavers account for 75.31% and
female weavers form about 24.69% to the total weavers.

Utilisation of Looms

Whenever the raw materials such as yarn and other items are made available at a
reasonable cost to the weavers and wages paid to them in time, society runs without
sickness and the weavers engage in the activity as a full time weaver. As a result, the
offtake of production was also steady and there was not any stagnation. These are
found to be the reasons for the oscillation of active, inactive, partly active looms.

Table V

Active and Idle Looms

Percentage of Looms

Looms Year ended Year ended
March 2007 March 2008

Active Looms 84.03 82.56
Partly Active Looms 3.07 4.08
Idle Looms 12.90 13.36
Total 100.00 100.00

In addition to the alone there are so many other reasons for the above working
status of the loom.



e Inadequate and irregular supply of yarn.

e Low remuneration compared to other occupation.
e Stagnation of Handloom product.

e Ever decreasing demand.
e Higher cost of production.

e Competition from power loom sector.

Earnings of Handloom Weavers

The earnings of the weavers are not satisfactory because of the number of

average working days which works out to 23 days in a month. When the monthly income

of the handloom weavers of 12 select centres is compared with other occupations, it is

found that the weavers find their earnings low and unable to maintain their subsistence.
This is depicted in the Table No.VI.

Table VI

Comparative Statement on Average Monthly Earnings of Wearvers (by variety-wise) in
Handloom Industry and Certain Other Occupations 2007-08

Handloom Focal

Earnings in

Centre Handloom Industries Other occupation
Variety Rs.P. Occupation Rs. P.
1. Chennai 1.Art silk Sarees 2300.00 1.Carpenter 6900.00
2. Mason 7000.00
3. Other labour 4800.00
2. Kancheepuram 1.Silk Sarees 2600.00 1.Agrl . Labour 2750.00
3. Cuddalore 1.Cotton Lungies 2000.00 1.Agrl Labour 2200.00
60/40
2.0ther labour 2800.00
(Bld. Constn)
4. Armni 1.Silk Sarees 2200.00 1.Agrl Labour 2800.00
2.0ther labour 1800.00
5. Salem 1.Cotton Dhothies 2140.00 1.Tea Shop 1950.00
2.Silk Dhothies 2635.00 2.Silver Workshop 2100.00
3.Silk Sarees 2780.00
6. Bhavani 1.Cotton Carpet 2/10 2000.00 1.BIld Consn 4000.00
2. Agrl Labour 2500.00
7. Sulthanpet 1.Cotton Sarees 80s 3700.00 1.Agrl Labour 3000.00
8. Karur 1.Bedsheet 2/17 2100.00 1.0Otherl Labour 1800.00
9. Madurai (East.) 1.Saree 75/100 1850.00 1.Building Labour 4000.00
2.Agrl. Labour 1800.00
10 Athur Cotton Sarees 80s 1250.00 1. Business 2650.00
2. Chairs wiring 1900.00
11 Rajapalayam 1.Gada 2/40s 1150.00 1.Agricultural Labour 1500.00
2.Polyester Mixture 1250.00 2. Mason 1600.00
Saree 40s/80/34D
12 Cheranmagadevi 1. BedSheet 2/17 1556.00 1.Agricultural Labour 1660.00
2. Towel 26s 1815.00 2. Beedirolling 1800.00
3. Cotton Lungies 1479.00




Out of 195 weaving centers, 12 centres have been selected as focal centers for the purpose
of comparative study of average monthly earnings of a handloom weaver with that of other
occupation. It is clear to note from the above table the weavers of Salem and Sulthanpet
(Coimbatore Cotton Sarees) are earning more than the income earned by other occupation. In the
rest of the focal centers the weavers are earning lesser income than the people’s earning from other
occupation. The earnings of the weavers vary according to the variety, quality, and quantum of

clothes produced.

Table VII
Average Monthly Income of Weavers
(inRs.)
Average Monthly Income of Weaver
Handloom Focal Centre Under
Under Master .
Independent W Co-Operative
eaver ...
Societies
1. Chennai 2300 - -
2. Kancheepuram - - 2600
3. Cuddalore - - 2000
4. Arni - 2200 -
5. Salem 2140 2635 2780
6. Bhavani - 2000 -
7. Sulthanpet 3700 3500 3600
8. Karur - - 2100
9. Madurai - 1850 -
10. Athur - - 1250
11. Rajapalayam 1150 - 1250
12. Cheranmagadevi 1815 1556 1479
Average 2221 2290 2132

The above table reveals the average monthly income by various types of weavers.
The average monthly income is worked out for the weavers and the major categories
namely independent weavers, weavers under master weavers and Co-operative societies.
While the independent weavers earn an average monthly income of Rs.2221/-, the
weavers under master weavers earn Rs.2,290/-, the weavers of co-operative societies
earn a minimum income of Rs.2,132/-. Higher monthly average earnings may be one of
the reasons for the weavers for switching over from co-operative societies to work under
master weavers.
Indebtedness of weavers

The Economic condition of the weavers is very poor and the weavers produce the

cloth in a dejected mood due to their irrecoverable indebtedness from various money



lending sources. The average indebtedness of the handloom weavers under different

category in select focal centers is furnished in Table VIII. Ineptness is prevalent more in

centres among the weavers working under Co-operative Societies.

Table VIII
Average Indebtedness of Weavers 2008
(in Rs.)
Weavers
Under
Handloom Focal Centre Independent Un‘c,i\;a r Master Co-Operative
eaver. ...
Societies
1. Chennai - - -
2. Kancheepuram - 1200 3000
3. Cuddalore - - 1700
4. Arani - 2500
5. Salem 12500 4000 15000
6. Bhavani - 10000 -
7. Sulthanpet - 1750 3750
8. Karur - - -
9. Madurai (East.) - - -
10. Athur - - 2000
11. Rajapalayam - - 28500
12. Cheranmagadevi - - 1299

Cost Structure

The cost of handloom cloth includes the costs of raw yarn, dye stuff, wages and

profit etc. Major share of the cost goes towards raw yarn which range from 32 to 65% of

the cost of production and it depends upon the counts (lesser the counts lower the cost,

higher the counts higher will be the cost) and quality of yarn used. The structure of cost

for principal varieties of handloom cloth produced in select focal centers is presented in

Table IX.



Cost Structure and Price of Principal Varieties of Handloom Fabrics
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Prices of Yarn and Dyes

The prices relating to certain variety of yarn and dyes that prevailed in the

focal centers during the year under review are exhibited in Table X and Xl

respectively.

Table X

Prices of different varieties of Yarn

(InRs)

Handloom Focal Centre Yarn Count
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Year ended March 2008
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Table Xl
Prices of Selected Varieties of Dyes

(InRs)
Handloom Focal Centre Variety of Dye (Kg) Year ended March 2008
Co-Op. Non Co-Op
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Consumption of Yarn

Majority of weavers in the select focal centers have utilised the cotton yarn
counts of 40s (25.50%), 60s (14.42%), 2/17s (13.67%) for the production of dhoties,
sarees, towels and lungies. Above items are the major products and they contribute
about 54% to the total volume of cotton yarn consumption. The percentage of break

up for consumption of cotton yarn is as follows in the table XII.

Table XIl
Consumption of Cotton Yarn

Percentage of Yarn Consumption

Count

Year ended Year ended

March2007 March 2008
2° 3.36 2.82
6° 1.10 2.58
10° 9.16 7.36
20° 4.02 3.08
26° 2.49 2.59
30° 0.06 0.89
40° 23.59 25.50
60° 15.63 14.42
80° 10.40 11.08
100° 1.28 1.32
120° 0.03 1.34
2117 13.05 13.67
2/20 1.07 1.01
2/30 3.48 2.64
2/40 1.60 1.65
2/60 1.82 1.75
2/80 0.75 0.75
2/100 2.32 0.96
Others 4.79 4.59
Total 100.00 100.00

Among all the counts, 40s and 60s are consumed more.
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Table XIil

Type of Yarn Utilised
( In Percentage )

Year Ended
Type of Yarn
March 2007 March 2008
Dyed yarn 47.09 63.09
Bleached yarn 19.22 20.83
Unbleached yarn 11.71 10.59
Others 21.98 5.49
Total 100.00 100.00

Utilised the of dyed yarn and unbleached yarn have decreased during
the year 2007-08.

The above table also indicates that the weavers are more interested to use
dyed yarn (colour) 63.09%. The following bar diagram show the various types of yarn
during March 2007 and March 2008.

TYPES OF YARN UTILISED
( YEAR ENDED MARCH 2007 AND 2008)

70

5300 [@2007

60 -
02008
50 - 47.09
40 -
30 -
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20 19.22
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10 4
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0

Dyed Yarn Bleached Yarn Unbleached Yarn Others
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Table XIV

Categorywise Production of Handloom Cloth In Tamil Nadu
Production in ‘Lakh' Metres

Type of Cloth Year ended % to Total

March 2007 March 2008 March 2008
Cotton Cloth 1353.32 1514.04 81.72
Silk Cloth 53.06 54.29 2.93
Artsilk Cloth 111.33 127.51 6.88
?:/I;;(Irt:re of Cotton and Artsilk 114.66 140.79 760
Polyester Cloth 20.49 16.08 0.87
Total 1652.86 1852.71 100.00

Above table reveals that Cotton cloth is the major handloom product
accounting for 81.72% during the year under review. Silk cloth, Art Silk cloth,
Mixture of Cotton and Art silk cloth, Polyester cloth are the other types being

produced in handlooms.

PRODUCTION ANALYSIS

CATEGORY WISE PRODUCTION OF HANDLOOM CLOTH IN TAMIL NADU
(Year ended March 2007 and 2008)
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In the above bar diagram the category wise production for the year March
2007 and March 2008 is depicted.

The variety wise estimated production of handloom cloth by length (in lakh
meters) and by percentage for the years ending March 2007 and March 2008 are
presented in Table XV.
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Handloom Cloth Produced

Table XV
Estimated Production and Percentage Break-Up of Different Varieties of

(in Lakh Metres)

Year ended
March 2007 March 2008
Varieties of cloth Total Total
Produc- €M productio  Tercen-
. tage tage
tion n
l. Cotton
1. Dhoties 108.20 6.55 137.40 7.42
2. Sarees 307.70 18.62 328.73 17.74
3. Towels 92.01 5.57 123.18 6.65
4. Kerchiefs 5.51 0.33 5.11 0.28
5. Lungies 200.14 12.11 198.40 10.71
6. Bed spread 88.79 5.37 110.26 5.95
7. Angavastrams - - 0.04 -
8. Shirtings 18.11 1.09 20.97 1.13
9. Coatings 0.60 0.04 0.15 0.01
10. Gada 33.95 2.05 39.67 2.14
11. Carpet 122.05 7.38 110.36 5.96
12. Curtain Cloth 2.92 0.18 6.20 0.33
13. Pillow Covers 1.90 0.11 2.78 0.15
14. Pavadai & Dhavani 5.40 0.33 3.28 0.18
15. Others 366.04 22.15 427 .51 23.07
Total 1353.32 81.88 1514.04 81.72
. SILK
1. Silk Dhoties 3.01 0.18 3.04 0.16
2. Sarees 47.39 2.87 48.53 2.62
3. Angavastrams 0.39 0.02 0.12 0.01
4. Pavadai & Dhavani - - 0.02 -
5. Others 2.27 0.14 2.58 0.14
Total 53.06 3.21 54.29 2.93
ll. ARTSILK
1. Dhoties - - 0.02 -
2. Sarees 109.08 6.60 124.48 6.72
3. Lungies 1.03 0.06 1.20 0.06
4. Pavadai & Dhavani - - 0.20 0.01
5. Others 1.22 0.07 1.61 0.09
Total 111.33 6.73 12751 6.88
IV. MIXTURE OF COTTON AND ARTSILK
1. Dhoties 0.25 0.02 2.58 0.14
2. Sarees 113.51 6.87 137.75 7.44
3. Others 0.90 0.05 0.40 0.02
Total 114.66 6.94 140.79 7.60
V.
1. Dhoties 0.47 0.02
2. Sarees 14.18 0.86 12.66 0.68
3. Shirtings 3.41 0.21 1.41 0.08
4. Others 243 0.15 2.01 0.11
Total 20.49 1.24 16.08 0.87
Grand Total 1652.86 100.00 1852.71 100.00

16



a) Cotton variety: In cotton cloths, production of sarees accounted
for 17.74%, followed by Lungies 10.71%, Dhoties 7.42%, Towels 6.65%,
Carpet 5.96% and Bed Spread 5.95%.

b) Silk: In Silk, sarees alone accounted for 2.62% and
Dhoties 0.16%.
c) Artsilk: In Artsilk, Sarees alone accounted for 6.72%, Lungies 0.06% and

Pavadai and Dhawani 0.01%.
d) Mixture of Cotton and Artsilk: In the Mixture of Cotton and
Artsilk type, Sarees accounted for 7.44% and Dhoties for 0.14%.
e) Polyester: In Polyester variety, Sarees accounted for 0.68%
and Shirtings 0.08%.

Weaver Literacy

The findings of the survey reveals that among the members of weaver
families selected for the survey, 10.24% are illiterates, 61.54% have studied up to
9" standard, 22.59% up to 10" and higher secondary studies. 4.62% are

Degree/Diploma holders and the remaining 1.01% are post graduates.

Table XVI
The Literacy particulars of the members of the weavers families

Percentage of members of the Weavers families

Male Female Total
Year Ended

Class Attended

March March March March March March

2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 20087

Not attended schools 5.16 4.42 6.85 5.82 12.01 10.24

1%t to 9™ Standard 34.39 34.76 26.27 26.78 60.66 61.54
th th

13? g Standard to 12 1303 1343| 904 9.16 | 2207 2259

Degree/Diploma 2.73 2.78 1.72 1.84 4.45 4.62

Post Graduate 0.57 0.69 0.24 0.32 0.81 1.01

Total 55.88 56.08 4412 43.92 100.00 100.00

llliteracy among the female member of weaving families, has gone down
during the year 2007-08. Also illiteracy is more among the female members of the weaver
families.
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LITERACY PARTICULARS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE WEAVERS FAMILY
(Year Ended March 2007 and 2008) (In Percentage)
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Weaver’s Welfare
The art of weaving with cultural heritage woven into it is passed over to
generations. The handloom industry possesses tremendous potential in providing

employment to a sizeable segment of the rural population next to agriculture.

Tamil Nadu Handloom Weaver’s Trust

The Government of Tamil Nadu, in order to encourage the handloom weavers
formed Tamil Nadu Handloom weaver’s welfare Trust with the initiatives of awarding
scholarships to the wards of the weavers for their higher studies. The funds for the
above trust is generated from the primary weavers co-operative societies and Co-
optex by way of General Fund and Common Good Fund. The quantum of amount
required for awarding scholarships are being met out from the interest earned on
fixed deposits.

18



The wards of weavers are given priority in selection to the 3 year course
Diploma in Handloom Technology course by Indian Institute of Handloom
Technology, Salem. The scholarships to the students are as follows. | year Rs.400/-
p.m. |l year Rs.450/- p.m. lll year Rs.500/- p.m.

Apart from this, the students of Indian Institute of Handloom Technology,
Salem are paid book money at the rate of Rs.60/- p.m. and tour allowances of
Rs.200/- per annum for second year students. The students of Indian Institute of
Handloom Technology, Gaday and Venkatagiri are also paid stipend in order to help

their study.
Prize award

Handloom Production Law

In order to protect the interests of handloom weavers the Government of India
enacted Handloom (Reservation of Qualities for production) Act 1985 to be
implemented by all the states of India. According to the act the Government of India
reserved 11 items exclusively for handloom namely 1. Saree, 2. Dhoty, 3.
Towel/Angavasthrams, 4. Lungy, 5. Bed sheet/ Bed cover, 6. Jamakkalam, 7. Dress
materials, 8. Blankets, 9. Shawl etc. In this regard, a separate, enforcement
machinery in Tamil Nadu has been formed and maintained.

There are many other welfare schemes are undertaken by Government of
Tamil Nadu for the benefit of handloom weavers.

Handloom weaver savings and security scheme

Central Thrift Fund scheme

Tamil Nadu Handloom weavers Family Pension Scheme
Co-operative Handloom Weavers Old Age Pension Scheme
House cum work shed Scheme

Insurance scheme for Handloom weaver

Health package scheme

Market Development Assistance Rebate Scheme, etc.

ONoOGORWN =

Tamil nadu is the first State to implement the co-operative handloom weavers
savings and security scheme from 1975 for the benefit of handloom weavers
enrolled in the primary weavers co-operative societies. Therefore 76,024 members
enrolled as on 31.3.2007.
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The Central Thrift Fund Scheme is a parallel scheme to the savings and

security scheme.

Under the Tamil Nadu Co-operative Handloom Weavers Old Age Pension
scheme funds are created for implementing this scheme and at present 13,083
weavers are benefited under this scheme.

Health package scheme was introduced by Government of India from 1992-
93 to ameliorate the occupational health problems related to the Handloom weaving.
The State Government have also introduced this scheme from the year 2001-02
work sheets free electricity work under free cloth / silk synchronising with the Central
assistance. Under this scheme financial assistance is provided for reimbursement of
cost of medicines, cost of testing of eyes and spectacles, maternity benefits,
compensation for sterilization, drinking water facilities and infrastructure for primary
health care.

The Government of India have introduced a New Health Insurance Scheme
for Handloom weavers from the year 2005-06 in the place of earlier Health Package
Scheme for Handloom weavers. The Health Insurance Scheme for Handloom
Weaver is being implemented through ICICI LOMBARD General Insurance
Company. The total premium per weaver per annum would be Rs. 1000/-. Of which
the Government of India’s Contribution will be Rs.800/- and the weaver’s contribution
will be Rs.200/-. In Tamil Nadu the weavers contribution will be paid by the State

Government on behalf of weavers.

Marketing
Marketing of Handloom produce is as important as its production. In order to
increase the Handloom cloth there are so many tools introduced and used by the

State Government.

The most important item is announcement of rebate for Handloom products.
This is intended to promote the sale of Handloom materials by reducing the selling

cost to withstand the competition from Power loom sectors.
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In order to capture a wider market and to attract the customers, financial
assistance is extended by the Government for modernisation of show rooms at the

level of primary co-operative society.

Apart from allowing rebate and providing financial assistance, the
Government has committed itself to help the handloom weavers with project
package scheme for design, improvement, product diversification and construction of

marketing complexes.

Handloom and Textile department has been taking effective steps in
marketing Handloom cloth Co-optex, Societies’ own sales outlet and also through
‘Loom World’. Further exhibitions are arranged periodically in prominent places to

increase and give fillup to its sale as a special drive.

Exports

Handloom weavers co-operative society (Co-Optex) is well ahead on the
export front and it has increased its market coverage by covering many European
countries besides Far East and Australia. During the year 2006-07, handloom
cloths to a value of Rs. 276.38 crores were exported by weavers co-operative

societies and it crossed Rs.300.00 crores during 2007-08.

Handloom and Organised Textile Sector

The textile industry is one of the oldest industries, in India. It is earning sizable
Foreign exchange to the Country. Textile sector accounts for more than 30% of the
export made by our Country. The textile policy of 1998 introduced by Government of
Tamil Nadu aims at preserving the unique role of handlooms and derives its full

potential so as to ensure higher earning for the handloom weavers.

Handloom industry has the advantage of flexibility and adaptability to produce
any quantity as per buyers requirements. And also it has inherent advantages of

lower capital investment, requirements and eco friendliness.
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Despite there advantages, the growth of mills and powerlooms sector ruins
the handloom sector slowly. This is because of the weakness found out in the
handloom industry like Poor organisation, officialisation of handloom co-operatives,
inadequate credit and non-timeliness of financial assistance to the weavers by
financial institutions, weak marketing nature, etc. have made it more vulnerable to
competition from the well organised mills and decentralised powerlooms sector. In
recent days the powerloom sector plays pivotal role in meeting the clothing needs of

the people.

The powerloom sector in Tamil Nadu which holds more importance in terms of
number of looms established have increased their production of cloth with designs,
styles and variety of fabrics. Increasing technological Developments plays an
important role in textile mills. Powerlooms have become more and more
sophisticated and the cost profit ratio has increased gradually. On the other hand
the handloom industry following the primitive technology and involve large labour
component. So, cost of production is higher when compared to Powerloom sector.
In general, people intend to purchase cloths produced by Mills and powerlooms
which are comparatively cheaper than the handloom products. To protect the
handloom goods from unfair competition from mills and powerlooms, the Central and
State Governments have taken various measures by reservation of certain items of

cloth exclusively for handlooms.

Conclusion

Though the Handloom products have the potential to attract buyers from
abroad because of their merits such as natural fibre base, unique design,
appearance and aesthetic appeal, further steps are to save the industry and the
people engaged in this sector. In order to increase demand for handloom product
special efforts may be necessary at Government level. Though many welfare
schemes were announced by the State and Central Governments for the benefit of
the handloom weavers in the state, the socio economic conditions of the handloom

weavers have not taken up any significant turn over the decades.
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